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There is another point that should be
made here. Some of the people who have
not supported us have said, ‘‘Well, so many
countries have problems of their own mak-
ing, they’ve got to solve their own problems.’’
The unique thing about this debt-relief initia-
tive is that the money has to go to meet the
human needs of the people. It cannot go to
pad the government; it cannot go to pad pri-
vate pockets; it cannot go to build military
arsenals. It can only go to meet long-term
human needs.

So that if we can do this, one of the best
long-term benefits will be we will be pro-
viding a breathtaking incentive for good gov-
ernance in these countries, which will enable
them to do things for their own people that
would have been unimaginable just a few
years ago. So that’s another reason that I am
profoundly grateful to all of you for this.

Now, we’ll take a couple of questions and
we’ve got to——

Middle East Peace Process
Q. Mr. President, two questions. First,

over the weekend, did you personally see the
videotape of the 12-year-old Palestinian boy
who was shot over the weekend, and have
you got a reaction to it? And secondly, sir,
what assurances have you received in the last
24 hours from either Prime Minister Barak
or Chairman Arafat that they are doing all
that they can to bring a cessation to the vio-
lence?

The President. The answer to your first
question is, I did see it.

Q. Your reaction, sir?
The President. The first time I saw it, I

didn’t know what the result was, and I kept
wondering if there was something else that
the father could do to shield the child. I
mean, I was literally watching as if it were
someone I knew. It was a heartbreaking thing
to see a child like that caught in the crossfire.

I’ve talked to Chairman Arafat. I’ve talked
to Prime Minister Barak. We’ve had virtually
constant contact with them. I am convinced
that they must do everything in their power
to stop the violence, and I think they are now
trying. And we’re going to do everything we
can. We have—as you know from the state-
ment I put out yesterday, we’ve offered some
ideas, and we’ve been working on this all day.

So we’ll just have to see if we make some
more progress tomorrow morning over there.
I think it will be better tomorrow. I hope
it will.

Debt Relief for Poor Countries
Q. On the debt relief issue, the holdup

seems to be Senators Gramm and McCon-
nell. What can you offer them to get this
moving?

The President. Well, I don’t know what
else we can offer them but the evidence. I
think if we just keep working at it, we might
get there. We have such a good, broad bipar-
tisan group here that I think in the end that
we’ll be able to work it out with them. And
we’re certainly working on it.

Middle East Peace Process
Q. Mr. President, in your talks with the

Israelis and Palestinians, do you get the im-
pression that the recent violence is helping
them move along towards wanting to reach
an agreement? Or is it hurting things?

The President. Well, in the short run, it’s
hurting them, because they can’t do anything
on the peace process until people stop dying
and the violence stops. But when the smoke
clears here, it might actually be a spur to
both sides as a sober reminder to what the
alternative to peace could be. So we have
to hope and pray that will be the result.

Thank you all very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:40 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Rev. M.G. (Pat) Robertson,
president, Christian Coalition; musician Bono;
Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Author-
ity; and Prime Minister Ehud Barak of Israel. The
transcript released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary also included the remarks of Representative
Kasich, Representative Pelosi, and Archbishop
McCarrick.

Statement on Energy and Water
Development Appropriations
Legislation
October 2, 2000

Today Congress passed a deeply flawed
energy/water appropriations bill that threat-
ens major environmental harm by blocking
our efforts to modernize operations on the
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Missouri River. An anti-environmental rider
attached to the bill would not only jeopardize
the survival of three threatened and endan-
gered species but would also establish a dan-
gerous precedent aimed at barring a Federal
agency from obeying one of our Nation’s
landmark environmental statutes. Accord-
ingly, I will veto this bill when it reaches my
desk.

While this bill funds scores of special
projects for special interests, it fails to pro-
vide sufficient funding for priorities in the
national interest—including environmental
restoration of the Florida Everglades and the
California Bay-Delta, and our strategy to re-
store endangered salmon in the Pacific
Northwest. It also fails to fund efforts to re-
search and develop nonpolluting sources of
energy through solar and renewable tech-
nologies that are vital to America’s energy
security.

I urge Congress to resolve these issues in
an environmentally sound manner and to
quickly produce an energy/water bill I can
sign. While we are now in the first week of
the new fiscal year, Congress still has sent
me only two of the 13 appropriations bills.
Congress should complete its work without
delay.

Statement on Caribbean Basin
Initiative and African Growth and
Opportunity Act Beneficiary
Countries

October 2, 2000

I am pleased to release today a list of coun-
tries eligible for trade benefits under the
Caribbean Basin Initiative and African
Growth and Opportunity Act legislation en-
acted last spring. By expanding our trade re-
lationship with 34 sub-Saharan African coun-
tries and 24 Caribbean Basin countries, we
will help promote economic development, al-
leviate global poverty, and create new eco-
nomic opportunities for American workers
and businesses. This action truly marks a new
era of stronger relations between the United
States and our friends in the Caribbean,
Central America, and Africa.

Proclamation 7350—To Implement
the African Growth and Opportunity
Act and To Designate Eritrea as a
Beneficiary Developing Country for
Purposes of the Generalized System
of Preferences
October 2, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
1. Section 111(a) of the African Growth

and Opportunity Act (Title I of Public Law
106–200) (AGOA) amends Title V of the
Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the ‘‘1974
Act’’), to provide, in new section 506A(a) (19
U.S.C. 2466a(a)), that the President is au-
thorized to designate countries listed in sec-
tion 107 of the AGOA as ‘‘beneficiary sub-
Saharan African countries.’’

2. Section 112(a) of the AGOA (19 U.S.C.
3721(a)) provides that eligible textile and ap-
parel articles that are imported directly into
the customs territory of the United States
from a beneficiary sub-Saharan African coun-
try shall enter the United States free of duty
and free of quantitative limitations, provided
that the country has satisfied the require-
ments of section 113(a) of the AGOA (19
U.S.C. 3722(a)) relating to the establishment
of procedures to protect against unlawful
transshipments, and section 113(b)(1)(B) of
the AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3722(b)(1)(B)) relating
to the implementation of procedures and re-
quirements similar to those in chapter 5 of
the North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA).

3. Section 112(b)(3)(B) of the AGOA (19
U.S.C. 3721(b)(3)(B)) provides special rules
for certain apparel articles imported from
‘‘lesser developed beneficiary sub-Saharan
African countries.’’

4. Section 112(c) of the AGOA (19 U.S.C.
3721(c)) provides that the President shall
eliminate the existing quotas on textile and
apparel articles imported into the United
States (a) from Kenya within 30 days after
that country adopts an effective visa system
to prevent unlawful transshipment of textile
and apparel articles and the use of counter-
feit documents relating to the importation of
the articles into the United States, and (b)


